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Become a
CNA at
PTC

Sierra
Davis:
The next
big thing

Judy Prime-Sayles
Sierra Davis
BY SKYLA LUCKEY
Staff Writer

BY SKYLA LUCKEY

ST. PETERSBURG —
Encouragement
and
strength. This is what
Pinellas Technical College
(PTC) Certified Nursing
Assistant (CNA) instructor
Judy Prime-Sayles strives
to give her students when
they consider dropping out
of the four-month program
because of struggles such
as being a single parent
with no one to rely on or a
student with self-doubt.
Nineteen-year-old
Daisha Johnson graduated
from the program in May
and is appreciative of the
encouragement and patience from Prime-Sayles
and her classmates.
“When I came to PTC, I
was a hot mess,” Johnson
said with a laugh. “I had my
son when I was 17, kicked
out of my house and I was
just looking for something
to better myself with.”
Without a car and not
wanting to live off the government, she strapped her
son into his stroller and
walked the mile and a half
to the St. Petersburg campus of PTC and spoke to
counselors about programs
See CNA, page 9

Swiyyah Woodard shared her life of mental illness with her audience at the
James Weldon Johnson Library Sat., Nov. 28.



BY CINDY CARTER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Swiyyah Nadirah Woodard
has spent a lifetime trying
to overcome one struggle
after another. But with
friends, family and modern medicine on her side,
she has made miraculous
breakthroughs and is embarking on a life full of

positivity and success.
Her beginnings are
recognizable to those familiar with tragedy. When
Woodard was just three
years old her father
walked out, leaving her
mom to raise both her and
her siblings. At the age of
five, she was molested by
her brother, and later
physically abused by her
mother’s new husband.

“The abuse was so severe that God blocked it
from my memory,” explained Woodard who has
spent a lifetime coming to
terms with it.
Unfortunately Woodard’s
trouble didn’t stop there.
In school she recalled
being bullied, mostly because of her slurred
speech, and retreated into
herself. At eight she

wanted to kill herself. Her
only saving grace was that
she couldn’t find any medication laying around the
house to take.
Her world was yet
to fall apart completely.
While in his early 20s, the
brother that molested her
committed suicide, further tearing apart her life
and that of her family.
See SUCCESS, pages 5

Advanced Welding offered at PTC
BY SKYLA LUCKEY
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Advanced welding is a new
course in the Welding
Technology program at
Pinellas Technical College
(PTC). Advance welding
teaches students the technique of welding pipes,
whereas basic welding
teaches them how to weld
building structures. It was
introduced to the already
established welding pro-

gram this past August.
Advanced welding is
750 additional hours of
training and it is required
that every student pass the
1,050 hours of basic welding training in order to enroll.
Nineteen-year-old
Michael Henrikson just recently graduated from the
basic Welding Technology
program and is now enrolled in the advanced
See PTC, page 9

Michael Henrikson, student, recently enrolled in
Advanced Welding Technology.



Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The moment the door
opened to the Sea Hags Bar
and Grill on St. Pete Beach
Tuesday night, I heard a
soulful voice singing Motown. Was the voice coming
from a song played by the
deejay, or was it from 17year-old Sierra Davis that I
came to interview?
I walked into the room
just to the left after the entrance and saw Sierra leading the group “Act 3” as she
sang and danced from center stage with support from
the
backup
singers/
dancers. The regulars gathered on the dance floor and
danced to well-known songs
by the “Four Tops,” “Diana
Ross and the Supremes,”
“Smokey Robinson and the
Miracles” performed by
Sierra and “Act 3.” Occasionally someone yelled,
Sierra! Woo, go girl.”
During intermission,
Sierra and her mother,
Edyth Adams, sat outside
with me and shared her musical journey from falling in
love with singing at age five
during road trips to Miami
with her family, to performing three times at the Apollo
Theater in New York City.
A senior in Gibbs High
School’s Pinellas County
Center for the Arts program, she has trained in
See DAVIS, page 4
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COMMUNITY NEWS


REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Leading from the front
Praise the Lord Saints.
I want to invite you out to one of my
evening services starting this Sunday at
5 pm.
7 Attributes of a Wise Leader
Proper Timing
The wise leader knows time is a commodity. They use sound judgment in decision-making. They have patience. They
know organizations and individuals have
seasons. Seasons of plenty and seasons of
want. They have learned there is a right
time to act and there are times to wait.
Mastering the art of when to place one
above the rest.
Character Morality
The wise leader places a high value
on integrity. You must know that there is
a difference between honesty and integrity. Integrity is taking honesty to the
next level and is when you still do what’s
not only right but what’s righteous even
when you have the opportunity to do
wrong and there are no witnesses. They
know ultimately everything rises and falls
on the moral fiber of an individual.
They’ve seen people lose everything with
one bad decision. They know a good reputation is hard-earned and should be
treated as gold.
Leads With Vision
The wise leader understands the
value of a big picture. They keep an eye
on something worth attaining. They continually motivate others by sharing the
“Why.” They know momentum lost is
hard to regain. They continually seek
change that will spur energy around the
vision. Also the vision will be global in nature with a local or at home appeal.
Neighborhoods and communities can
buy into the vision if they feel they can
play a role as well even if it’s indirectly.
Initiative
The wise leader is risk-taking and intentionally encourages innovation. They
have witnessed a stalled organization.
They know the dreadful feeling when
there is no forward progress. They have
personally experienced the cost of lost
opportunity. They want to engage others
by keeping things moving, people dreaming and the culture exciting. Loosen the
reins and allow input from everyone, It
doesn’t mean you will be tossed to and fro
but it will allow communication to flow.
Visible Diligence
The wise leader continues in spite of
adversity. They tenaciously persevere.
They know reaching a goal is worth the
struggles to get there. They’ve been
through storms before and have scars to
prove you can come through them whole.

They are seen as pillars. Strength under
duress. People look to them for stability.
Change is spawned through chaos and
conflict. There can be no victory without
a battle.
Strategic Thinkers
The wise leader realizes no dream becomes reality without proper planning.
They make sure plans are in place and
people know what’s expected of them.
They utilize healthy systems and structures. They aren’t burdensome with
rules, but they are helpful in thinking
through a process to achieve the goals
and objectives of the organization.
Genuinely Love People
The wise leader knows people are the
key to any organizational or team success
and they work to empower others. Others know they are valued and appreciated
under their leadership. They are true delegators. They invest in and develop the
next generation. They look past the income statement to see the balance
sheet—with people as the greatest asset.
Even when it’s not convenient and some
seem to be doing everything to ensure
you don’t like them, a wise leader must
have the agape kind of love on the inside
of them to overcome each and every challenge. It’s not enough to say you love
everyone if you have no evidence in your
past or present that the statement is true.
It’s more to saying it and occasionally
showing it. Agape love is unconditional
love and it will never fail when challenged. One thing also to keep in mind
is that agape love is godly love and the
only way to possess this kind of love you
must have the holy spirit of Jesus
dwelling on the inside of you. It’s not
enough to say you are a Christian. A
Christian is nothing more than a person
that is knowledgeable to the principles of
and a follower of Jesus Christ. But, a
saint is a person that has surrendered
their life over to the guidance of the standards that Jesus created.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD –
pastorrobharrison@gmail.com, @drrobharrison
The Apostolic Open Door Church of
God & True Holiness - 2800 41st Ave. N,
St. Pete
First Vice President - NAACP St. Petersburg Branch
Chaplain - Southern Christian Leadership Conference of Pinellas
Parent Support for Education Council
Board Member | Chaplain - Dept. Juvenile Justice for Circuit 6

Our freedom depends on staying
true to our values
Dear Editor,
France gave the United
States the Statue of Liberty,
which welcomes people
fleeing from oppression.
President Obama is trying to do a very difficult job
of protecting the country
and its values. This job is especially hard when terrorists are invoking fear all over
the world. Today, like in the
past, some people are confusing the victims with the
terrorists who wish to do us
harm. We are not acting in
harmony with our beliefs of
freedom or humanity. To
take a page out of the singer
Sting’s songbook, “You
know the Muslims love
their children too.”
Some people seem to
forget (or maybe they just
don’t know); those evil individuals do not care about
hiding behind any religion
to camouflage their wicked
intentions. In this country
the KKK burn crosses as
they profess to be the defenders of Christian values.
For years the Mormon
Church used the biblical
account of Noah and his
son to justify slavery. In
Germany, the Lutheran and
Catholic Church did little to
discipline and discourage
their own members to oppose the Nazi regime before it was too late. On
Thanksgiving we will talk
about how the Pilgrims
were saved by the Indians;
those same Indians who
lost their land and their
country to those same Pilgrims.
Death cult terrorist represent Islam about much as
racist represent Christianity. ISIS, Al Qaeda and
Boko Haram are death
cults bent on Armageddon.
The fear mongering,
the betrayal of our democratic principles and common humanity is playing in
the hands of the terrorist!
They want us to be afraid.
They want us to discriminate against each other.
They want a modern crusade of Christians against
Islam. Politician who fan of
the flames of hatred not
only are recruiting more
ISIS members, they are
making themselves look

big and bad. They are writing a check that young
blacks and poor white people will have to cash.
The Friday 13 terrorist
attack in Paris killed almost
130
people.
Overnight the polls reflected the fear people
were having and how it has
been misdirected toward
people who have been
dealing with murder for
the last three years. Police
found one fake Syria ID on
one attacker and now many
Americans don’t want any
Syrian refugees.
Out of the quarter of a
million refugees, Obama
wants to help 10,000.
France, the country where
the attacks happened,
asked to take in 20,000
refugees days after the
massacre. Now which
country is not betraying its
values? France is not allowing these murders to comprise their values.
This fear mongering
rhetoric has a very antiObama tone to it. After
9/11 do you remember any
Republicans talking about
putting Muslims in a database? Three thousand
Americans died that day,
but nobody questioned
President Bush about his
resolve or ability to keep
American safe. Several embassies were attacked during the Bush years and less
Americans have been killed
at
embassies
under
Obama. How is it that all we
hear about is Libya and
Obama’s refusal to put
Americas in yet another
Mideast Civil War?
This year death cult terrorist killed 150 students at
a college in Kenya. They
struck Mali and Beirut also
but the American public reacted to people killed in
France.
In 2011, the beautiful
peaceful country of Norway
suffered its worst attack
since the end of World War
II. In a coordinated attack
very similar to the Paris attacks, one person bombed a
government building in the
Norwegian capital of Oslo
killing about eight people.
The same person then went
to an island where many

young people associated
with the Norwegian Labour
Party were camping. This
vicious animal hunted these
young people, and mowed
them down like helpless
deer in the forest. Altogether about 80 people
died, most were young. The
man’s name was Anders
Berivik, a right wing extremist who was also inspired by the writings of an
American name Robert
Spencer who wrote several
anti-Muslim pieces one of
which he actually substituted the word Muslim for
“black people.”
I was in Norway in 2014
and even though this madman Berivik killed 77 white
Norwegians, some of the
people I spoke to were
more concerned about the
reasons this clown gave.
Berivik hated Muslims and
immigrants and he spilled
white people’s blood to
make his point. Still many
Norwegian don’t fear the
right-wing terrorists who
call themselves Christian,
they fear the ones who misuse Islam. Ones who don’t
look like them.
“We have been conditioned to respond to all
threats, the rhetorical
speeches of the Soviet, how
can I save my little boy from
Oppenheimer’s deadly toy?
Believe me when I say to
you I hope the Russians
love their children too.”—
Sting “Russians”
Today, we can substitute the word “Russian”
with Muslim, Korean or
anyone we choose to hate
rather than understand. In
the end as Martin Luther
King said: “We will learn to
live together as brothers or
we will perish as fools.”
Rivers-Cleveland

CONNECT WITH US!
CITY OF LARGO
PUBLIC NOTICE OF CONSOLIDATED
ANNUAL PERFORMANCE & EVALUATION REPORT
FY 2014-2015
Notice is hereby provided that the City of Largo's 2014-2015 Consolidated
Annual Performance & Evaluation Report (CAPER) for the federally-funded
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program is available for public
review. The report is available at the locations listed below, and the City
of Largo's website (www.largo.com) for public comment and review until
December 31, 2015.
Largo City Hall
Community Development Department
201 Highland Avenue
Largo, FL 33770

Largo Public Library
Reference Desk
120 Central Park Drive
Largo, FL 33771

Comments or questions regarding the CAPER should be sent in writing to:
City of Largo
Community Development Dept.
Attn: Misty Borsetto
P.O. Box 296
Largo, FL 33779-0296
Fax: (727) 587-6765
E-mail: housing@largo.com
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best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
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fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Honoring the wives of the Courageous 12
Join the Jordan Park Projects Nostalgic Association, Inc. in celebrating the wives of the 12 brave
officers who stood by their husbands while they stood up to injustice and corruption 50 years ago.

When: Wednesday, December 9, Noon
Where: Chief’s Creole Café 901 22nd St. S, St. Pete in the heart of the Deuces
A special menu and entertainment will be prepared.
If you desire to eat, you will be responsible for your own meal.
Please RSVP ASAP to:
Rufus Lewis 813 876-9654 rml13144@aol.com
Bob Perry 813 938 3957 Rperry79@tampabay.rr.com
Brenda Gilstrap 727 408-4671 brendagilstrap@aol.com
Jacquelyne Pettis Williams 727 864-3323 acjp_1166@yahoo.com

Stop the silence
Dear Editor,
“When officers arrived, they found Evans
lying by a trash bin behind
the squat building.”
That description in a
Nov. 30 Tampa Bay Times
article described the location of 18-year-old Jerrod
Evans’ body after having
been shot in the upper
torso and left for dead as if
he was just another wad of
trash thrown beside the
dumpster.
Davonte Scott was arrested Tuesday morning
for the shooting death and
Darzaughn Williams, 18,
was arrested for being an
accessory after the fact.
Within minutes the
lives of three and potentially more African-American families in south St.
Petersburg were torn
apart as a result of young
black men killing black
young men, for what, I
dare to guess.
Within the last two and
a half months, the St. Petersburg Branch of the
NAACP has been working
tirelessly to rebuild the operations for the once suspended branch. We are
also responding to residents like Constance Bailey, a retired Pinellas
County School teacher
and disabled veteran, who
claims that she has been
denied the right to live
where she would like to
because she is a black female who happens to be
disabled.
While we find ourselves engulfed within the
advocacy strategies associated with residents like
Bailey, the south side of St.
Petersburg finds itself in
turmoil with black men
killing other black men.

I contend that while
we struggle with understanding why these young
men find very little value
in the lives of those who
look like them, there is a
truth we must accept and
acknowledge. There are
cultural conditions within
St. Petersburg that foster
self-destructive lifestyles.
The community turns a
blind eye, remains silent
even attempting to hold a
neutral position concerning situations that consistently tear at the fiber of
wellness in our community.
We live in a city where
five of the poorest performing
elementary
schools are within our
community,
yet
our
elected officials and community leaders are silent.
We live in a community
where nearly 150 religious
institutions are within a
three-mile radius, yet the
heads of these institutions
lack the zeal to put down
their differences and
stand united in finding solutions that are tearing at
the fiber of our community.
We live in a community
where the media eliminates human-interest stories that highlight the
positive aspects of black
people in St. Pete, yet our
elected officials and leaders remain silent.
We live in a city where
the first African-American
preschool, Happy Workers, cannot receive a Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.
$5,000 grant because the
volunteers willing to aide
them in creating an environment conducive for
learning isn’t consistent
with the goals of a Dr.

Martin Luther King Jr.
Day of Service project.
Archbishop Desmond
Tutu, one of the world’s
leading voices on morality,
saw first-hand how apathetic responses to South
African apartheid by countries who claimed the
moral high ground simply
lead to the further institutionalization
of
the
apartheid regime.
Archbishop Tutu said:
“If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have
chosen the side of the oppressor.”
The residents of south
St. Petersburg must make
the decision if they are to
remain silent concerning
the conditions that foster
an environment that says
it is OK to kill someone
who looks like you. On
January 1, 2016, during
the NAACP’s Emancipation Proclamation Service,
will leaders within this
community honestly and
publicly declare an end to
the code of silence and positions of neutrality?
Then and only then we
will have the credibility to
impress upon the youth of
our community the value
that their precious lives
hold.
Maria L. Scruggs

Identity Theft Protection
BY SHARI MIDDLETON
Guest Columnist

It seems like almost
every day there is a new
data breach in the news
that has potentially endangered consumers or businesses by putting their
private information at risk.
And it’s more than just
stolen credit cards and
email scams these days.
Criminals are finding ways
to hack into high-profile institutions and government
agencies to steal personal
information like Social Security numbers.
As criminals get more
creative, we have to take
extra steps in order to protect ourselves. Here are
some ways you can protect
yourself and your business
from identity theft:
Make sure your passwords
and
security
questions are strong.
This may seem obvious,
but the most popular passwords of 2014 were
“123456” and “password.”
It’s recommended that
your passwords be complex and include a combination of symbols, numbers
and upper case and lower
case letters. And change
them regularly.
Equally as important is
choosing a strong “reset”
question. We call these “out
of wallet” questions – information you wouldn’t find if
your wallet was stolen.
Questions like “what is
your mother’s maiden
name?” or “what street do
you live on?” could be easily found. Instead, choose
random questions and answers like, “what was your
first concert?” or “what was
your first pet’s name?”
Update your company’s policies regarding
email. We’ve long been
aware of criminals hacking
into personal emails and
targeting friends on contact
lists, but now they are also
targeting businesses. Criminals could possibly hack
into your email and pose as
your boss to authorize a financial transaction, as an
example. So now companies have to tighten their
policies with stipulations
that any corporate financial
transaction must be authorized by phone or in person.
While technology has
brought us a long way in
how we communicate with
one another and conduct
business, we almost have to
revert back to the old way
of doing things in sensitive

situations to protect our information.
Be cautious when
mailing bills. Criminals
are now stealing bills right
out of people’s mailboxes.
And once they have access
to your checks, they have
your account information,
address, bank name, etc.
Don’t place bill payments in
your mailbox. Instead, drop
them off directly at the post
office, hand them to your
mail carrier or transition to
online bill pay. With online
payments, your financial institution uses encryption
technology and has secure
firewalls to protect your information.
Protect your important documents. Invest in
a home safe and paper
shredder. Lock up important documents like Social
Security cards, birth certificates, checkbooks and
other financial information.
Shred any documents or
mail that contain sensitive
information.
Travel light. Don’t feel
the need to carry your
checkbook and every credit
card in your purse or wallet
at all times. Carry just what
you’ll need for the day.
Leave everything else at
home locked in your safe.
Review your accounts
daily. Banks work hard to
stay ahead of the criminals.
But while they have encryption technology and secure firewalls, as I
previously mentioned, that
doesn’t stop someone from
possibly getting access to
your debit and credit card
numbers in other ways.
Check your account every
morning to make sure
everything that has cleared
was authorized by you.

Morning is the best time to
check, so if you find something that could cause a
problem, you can take immediate action, thus preventing a potential loss.
Utilize a credit monitoring ser vice. Fraud
alerts through credit bureaus like Equifax can be
placed on your credit file at
no charge. However, for a
nominal monthly fee,
greater protection can be
achieved by enrolling in a
credit monitoring service.
This type of service will
alert you of any unusual activity that could impact
your credit score. You can
also pull a free credit report
up to three times a year
through different credit bureaus. Visit annualcreditreport.com
for
more
information.
Secure all electronic
devices. An anti-virus program on your computer is
still a necessity, but you
should also keep it password protected. The same
goes for your mobile phone
since nowadays phones are
essentially mini-computers.
It’s a good rule of
thumb to be generally cautious when it comes to your
privacy. Consider the information some apps and websites require you to provide
before you move forward
with accessing them. Some
of the information is quite
personal. And before you
make any kind of transaction, always be sure you’re
working with a trusted
source.
See ad on page 4.
Shari Middleton is Senior Vice President, Retail
Branch Manager with USAmeriBank. She is based at
the Ybor City branch.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Singing sensation Sierra Davis
From DAVIS, page 1

classical voice and jazz. She
gives credit to the jazz training crossover that has
helped develop her R&B
sound.
During the summer she
submitted an online audition to perform at the
Apollo, and her wish came
true when she was notified
that she’d been selected to
perform in August. She
sang “Home” from “The
Wiz,” and was advanced to
round two where she performed “I am Changing” in
October from the hit Broadway musical “Dreamgirls.”
Harlem couldn’t get
enough of Sierra; she advanced on to round three
last month where she once
again performed “I Am
Changing.”
She admits her confidence was tested during
one performance onstage at
the Apollo. Known for being

one of the toughest crowds
to please, James Brown, the
Godfather of Soul, once
threw his tie out in the audience and to his surprise the
tie was thrown back on
stage at him. So when people started to boo Sierra,
she gathered strength,
walked up to them and sung
in their face. Their boos
turned into cheers.
“The experience is
nerve racking but you get a
whole boost of confidence
like, ‘I’m at the Apollo,’ so
you can’t be afraid,” she
said. “When you go out
there you have to give your
best because if you don’t
give your best you have to
go home.”
Sierra placed second
during the first and second
rounds but didn’t place during the third round. Looking back, she realizes the
difference between her sec-

ond and third performance
of “I Am Changing.” She
feels that she didn’t put as
much genuine feeling into it
in round three.
Learning from her
Apollo experience and progressing in her music and
as a person, Sierra has a
new single out entitled “Better,” which is based on a personal experience of hurt
and betrayal.
“I had a person in my life
and they called themselves
a friend, and they turned
their back on me and I went
through a tough time coping without them being in
my life,” she said in regards
to what motivated the song.
“Then after a while I started
to feel better, so that’s
where the inspiration for
“Better” comes from. Even
though people come and go,
you’re always progressing.”
Sierra plans to double

      

Sierra performing at the opening of Sylvia’s Soul Food Restaurant in 2013.
major in music and business
at University of South
Florida so that she can continue to advance as an artist
but also learn the business
side of music and money
management.
As Sierra made her way
back to the stage to con-

tinue her set, she glided on
air with the sophistication
and elegance of Tammi Terrell. It was at that time I realized that I had just
interviewed the next big
thing.
There are several ways
to support Sierra through

social media and upcoming
performances. Log onto her
official website www.sierraamora.com to hear her
new single, see her performances at the Apollo and
for upcoming dates in the
Tampa Bay area.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Positivity brings success
From SUCCESS, page 1

Encouraged
by
her
mother to open a new chapter in her life, she attended
college earning a bachelor’s degree in psychology.
“I had no idea of the
trauma that was to unfold,”
said Woodard to the group
of listeners at the James
Weldon Johnson Library,
eager to grab hold of her
new book entitled, “Don’t
Call Me Crazy Again,” a sequel to her 2007 debut
“Don’t Call Me Crazy,”
which is required reading
at St. Petersburg College
and some high schools in
courses dealing with mental health.
The trauma she was
referring to was her being
diagnosed as a paranoid
schizophrenic. At 28, her
life was turned upside
down. Woodard had just
started her second job
working in a mental health
facility: “This was the start
of my downward spiral,”
she said.
Her symptoms were
quite extreme. First she
started seeing faces everywhere. “There were faces
in the walls, in the rugs, in
the sheets,” said Woodard.
Migraine headaches came
next followed by racing
thoughts, hallucinations
and delusions.
She was hospitalized
countless times, prescribed
medication to control her
symptoms, medication she
refused to take.
“I didn’t believe it,” she
said. Woodard remembers
studying Abnormal Psychology in class and her
picture of someone with

schizophrenia seemed the
opposite of herself.
She never had disciplinary problems in school
and she made decent
grades, so she didn’t consider herself ill. It wasn’t
until after her sixth hospitalization that she realized
she was in trouble. Cocaine
was found in her system
and she couldn’t remember
how it had gotten there, her
lungs collapsed twice.
“My sister took a picture
of me at my worst, that’s
when I knew I needed help,”
said Woodard.
For the past eight years
Woodard has kept herself
out of a relapse by faithfully
taking her medication and
practicing positivity. She
immediately started writing, to get it all out and because she wanted people
who are struggling with
mental illness or those caring for them to know they
aren’t alone.
“Sharing a story helps
to end the stigma,”
Woodard said to her audience encouraging them to
share their own experiences with mental illness.
At 39, Woodard is now a
motivational speaker who
hopes her life’s ordeal will
inspire people to go after
their dreams regardless of
their disability or lot in life.
“I believe through God
any dream is possible, and
I’m living proof,” she said.
Woodard encourages
others to find what they
love to do for free, get better at it even if it takes years
to perfect their skills and
create a business doing

what they love. “You have
to take baby steps,” she
said. “You can’t be fooled
by the get rich quick
schemes.”
Over
the
years
Woodard has worked to become a better person; she
strives to handle her interactions with others better,
to love a little harder. In addition, she writes a lot of todo-lists and spends time
visualizing her success.
Something she said everyone should do regardless of
whether they have a mental
illness or not.
“I see a lot of talented
people who will go hard for
two years and if they don’t
see the results they’re expecting, they quit,” said
Woodard. She feels if you
don’t lose faith and stick
with what you love, eventually your dreams will take
off and lead to success.
“You want to keep going.”
Woodard wrapped up
her motivational talk with
food and drink and the opportunity for others to buy
her books. But above, all
her wish for the event was
not to sell a bunch of books,
but to provide others with
tangible information if dealing with a mental health
issue, and to know all is not
lost.
“Counselors said I was
crazy, I’d never be successful and I should be stuck in
a mental institution for the
rest of my life,” finished
Woodard. “Well I proved
them wrong.”
If you think you or
someone you love may
have a mental illness,

Woodard suggests getting
help from somewhere.
Talking to others can help
unburden the soul and lead
to positivity that will essentially transform life.
To find out more about
Woodard and how to purchase her books, log onto
dontcallmecrazy.com.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Lakewood Terrace Neighborhood Assoc. revived
Dear Editor,
It was not until after I
graduated from college that I
really began to pay attention
to all the violence, drug activity and prostitution that had
begun plaguing my very own
neighborhood. The very
same streets that I played on
as a child have become a
dwelling place for a myriad of

illegal crimes. Many have attributed this decline in “quality neighborhoods” to the
increasingly high number of
renters that have begun moving into vacated homes.
Often times, renting has
been a pass into the housing market for those who
have either recently relocated, have just started out

on their own, or perhaps
they are lacking the financial capital to buy a home.
The negative connotation
that has come along with
renters is that they are not
as invested in their communities, as homeowners are.
In my neighborhood of
Lakewood Terrace, we’ve
seen our share of highs and
lows. Homeowners who
once resided here have either moved into nursing
homes or passed away, leaving us with a depleted neighborhood association. We
have struggled to find effective ways to make renters
want to take pride in their
homes and actively become
a part of the neighborhood.

I didn’t want to be a spectator; I wanted to be a participator. I went to Councilman
Karl Nurse and requested
that something be done to
help reorganize the Lakewood Terrace Neighborhood Association and
restore it to its former glory.
Nurse put me in contact
with longtime community
activist Edna Barnes, who
then assisted me in organizing our neighborhood’s inaugural fall picnic.
Sat., Nov. 21, association members joined other
neighbors for a picnic at the
Lakewood Terrace Neighborhood Park. From 1-4
p.m., roughly 30 to 40
neighbors gathered to cele-

brate
the
upcoming
Thanksgiving holiday with
FREE food, FREE drinks
and FREE entertainment,
all thanks to the labors of
community leaders and a
mini grant from the City of
St. Petersburg.
Picnic attendees ranged
from ages one to 85. There
were activities for everyone
to participate in: a bounce
house, flag football, hulahoops and card games.
This picnic brought out
homeowners as well as
renters, resulting in five new
association memberships.
For me, the most sentimental part of the picnic was
seeing our neighborhood patrol officer, Dennis Kelly, play

football with myself and a
group of young men from
the area. Officer Kelly stayed
throughout the entire picnic
and gave neighbors an update on what was going on in
Lakewood Terrace as it relates to crime. Police reports
have declined from 350 to 90
calls a month, much of which
is accredited to a greater police presence and a stronger
neighborhood watch.
It’s my opinion that we
fail to recognize the good
things that are being done
here in St. Pete. It warms
my heart to see our community putting the “neighbor” back in the “hood!”
Yours in Christ,
Corey Givens Jr.

Thanksgiving at Arlington Arbor
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Lillie Lawrence was thankful this Thanksgiving for
being able to do what she
loves most—cooking. She
prepared a soul food
Thanksgiving dinner complete with collard greens,
macaroni and cheese, black
eyed peas, corn, stuffing,
and of course, turkey for 40
lucky residents living in the
Arlington Arbor housing
community in downtown
St. Pete.
A resident since 2004,
Lawrence cooks every year
for her friends and neighbors with help from her
daughters. Being confined
to a wheelchair doesn’t

stop this 83 year old from
bringing joy to the senior
residents, some who are
not well enough to leave
their apartments.
Jenny and Ron Griffis
were two residents who enjoyed gorging themselves
last Thursday. Originally
from Ohio, this Thanksgiving could have been a sad
one if not from Lawrence.
“This was the first year
away from our family and
she shared her family with
us,” Jenny said choking
back the tears. “We had a
good time.”
No stranger to cooking
large Thanksgiving dinners, Lawrence found a picture of a Thanksgiving
meal she cooked back in

the 1980s where Judge
James Sanderlin, the first
black judge in Pinellas
County, her best friend
Cleveland Johnson, Jr.,
founder of The Weekly Challenger newspaper, and a
slew of lawyers and doctors
all at her home enjoying
her cooking.
Lawrence was a high
roller in her day. She
worked for the Department
of Health and Rehabilitative
Services for 27 years,
owned a hopping dress
shop downtown and helped
put on fashion shows
throughout the 1970s and
80s. Now she is content
with cooking for friends
and family and reminiscing
about the good ol’ days.

Winnie Foster

Frances and Edith Lawrence

Ron Griffis, Lillie Lawrence and Jenny Griffis
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Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A life of breaking down barriers and
fighting Jim Crow
TALLAHASSEE — A
loyal soldier, Dr. William
Gilchrist Anderson fought
one of the most egregious
battles in American history,
the war against Jim Crow.
During several forums Anderson told of his experience of living the struggle
most of his life.
The Florida A&M University Division of Research, Department of
Sociology and the Developmental Research School
hosted the man who led the
Albany Movement breaking
down the oppressive barriers of segregation. But to
have a discussion about
playing an active role in the
civil rights movement was
certainly an important experience to share with
young African Americans.

“Can you imagine what
it was like to go to mass
meetings every night? The
result was that I became a
convicted felon for violating
the laws that denied us
equal rights,” Dr. Anderson
recalled during the reception at the Black Archives.
The friend to Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., the Reverend Ralph Abernathy,
and the Reverend C.K.
Steele of Tallahassee, Anderson also fought successfully to secure hospital
privileges and other critical
live saving access for
African Americans in the
medical field.
The commitment to desegregation brought with it
the consistent threat to his
personal
safety
and
protests that frequently

landed him in jail with his
friend and fellow civil rights
leader the Rev. C.K. Steele.
Anderson was reunited
with members of the Steele
family at the reception.
Reverend Steele’s son
Daryl said, “I think about
those many trips to Albany
and one thing I remember
is the food my mother prepared to take to my father
in jail. We made those trips
often.”
Anderson talked with
younger students in K-12 at
the FAMU Developmental
Research School and about
200 students at the university. Autobiographies of a
black couple of the “greatest generation” is the
chronicle of Anderson’s
life experiences that helped
change our world.

Gulfport’s MLK Day of Service
event
BY YOLANDA ROMAN
Contributor

GULFPORT — The
2nd Annual City of Gulfport Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day of Service
will be held Sat., Jan. 16,
2016. During the 2015
MLK Day of Service,
many volunteers participated in a wide variety of
community service projects, making the inaugural
event very successful.
We are very proud that
again we can demonstrate
that as a community we
can engage in actions that
follow Dr. King’s legacy of
making a difference in the
lives of other. His vision of
equality, social justice and
opportunity for all is a
challenge we are more
than happy to engage in.
Now is the time to
identify and register a

community service project
for Gulfport’s MLK Day of
Service 2016, or simply
register a project you already serve as volunteer.
You can register as an individual participant or as a
group.
For those who prefer
to be pre-assigned to a
service project, we are
currently identifying a limited number of projects to
assign volunteers to.
Please see mygulfport.us/
mlkdayofservice/ for complete details and registration.
The Day of Service
program is scheduled to
begin with an opening ceremony at 8:30 a.m. at Tomlinson Lake Park on 19th
Ave. & 54th St. S, in Gulfport, hosted by Mayor
Sam Henderson and Vice
Mayor Yolanda Roman.
Volunteers will be at

their service project destinations from 9-12 p.m.,
returning to Tomlinson
Lake Park for a closing
ceremony and a tasty appreciation picnic. We also
have some wonderful individuals that will be part of
the inspirational ceremonies.
Friends and neighbors,
we are very excited to
have Gulfport be part of
this very important and
significant event, joining
thousands of Americans
across the United States.
Please join us, tell your
friends and help us make
MLK Day of Service 2016
yet another wonderful
event in the City of Gulfport.
For more information
and/or questions, please
contact Gail Biron at 727893-1118, gbiron@mygulfport.us.

Dr. William G. Anderson is flanked by brothers Daryl and Henry Steele
whose father the Reverend C. K. Steele was a constant companion
to Anderson in the desegregation struggle.

Following a lecture at FAMU’s Perry Paige Auditorium,
Dr. Anderson delights a student with an autograph of his book
Autobiographies of a Black Couple of the Greatest Generation.
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ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

CALL FOR H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org




SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

   



1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm



  





Call TODAY for an appointment

Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.

ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Phone: 727-894-1734

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com

2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you
decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Breakfast with Santa
ST. PETERSBURG –
The St. Petersburg Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, Inc. will host
their 34th annual Breakfast
with Santa Community Outreach event this Saturday.
This extraordinary community building and family-oriented event is designed to
give many of our most delicate citizens, the community children, a great start
to the holiday season.
Many children and families receiving assistance
through local agencies, as
well as families throughout
the St. Petersburg community, partake in this warm
and inviting breakfast with
Santa Claus event.
Throughout the event,
participants experience a
day full of fun, games,

prizes, arts and crafts and
entertainment in a wholesome environment. The festivities are capped off with a
small token of love donated
by our chapter members
and pictures with Santa will
be also be available.
This year’s event will be
held Sat., Dec. 5 from 8-11
a.m., at the Pinellas Technical College, formerly pTEC,
located at 901 34th St. S,
across from Gibbs High
School. Breakfast will be
served from 8:30-10 a.m.
Our own Delta GEMS
and Delta Academy youth
groups will man the activity
stations and help with gift
giveaways. Please plan on
joining us for this family-oriented event that gives joy,
peace and love to children.

WHY ARE WE DOING THIS!!!
IT’S OUR WAY OF GIVING BACK TO THE
COMMUNITY THAT BROUGHT US THIS FAR

SPECIAL OFFER WITH EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS
20 GAUGE M ETAL CASKETS STARTING AT
$1,895 DISCOUNTED BY FACTORY REBATE

YOUR COST ONLY $199
with the purchase of our professional services, removal, embalming, dressing and casketing

Complimentary Items Included With Package:
7 passenger limousine, casket spray,
100 funeral programs, register book, visitation, wake service

For More Details
Contact Our 24 Hour Hotline
(727) 896-2602
Visit us on the web: crealfuneralhomeandcremation.com
“Experience the Difference”
Creal Funeral Home and Cremation
1940 7th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Leon M. Thomas III
Ronald J. Derr Sr.
President
L.F.D.I.C.

BE SURE TO
CHECK OUT
OUR ‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Certified Nursing Assistant course offered at PTC

Repair your career in Advance Welding Technology

From CNA, page 1

From PTC, page 1

and financial aid.
For five days straight,
she and her son made the
mile and a half journey to
PTC so that the staff could
get everything organized
for her. They helped her
choose which program was
right for her and helped her
get the financial aid paperwork straight.
There were times when
Johnson thought she
wouldn’t be able to finish
the program because of the
difficulty in understanding
certain procedures, but
Prime-Sayles and her fellow
classmates worked with
her until she grasped what
she thought she couldn’t.
She was hired at an assisted living facility two
days after she graduated.
Prime-Sayles’ goal is to
have more students who
wholeheartedly want to
work in the CNA field such
as Johnson. In the past
she’s seen students do
poorly and drop out because their hearts were not
in the work.
“I love having students
who genuinely care about
others and who have a
good bedside manner,” said
Prime-Sayles. She admits
that finding students who
sincerely want to be healthcare professionals has
highlighted her seven-year
teaching career at PTC.
The four month long
program requires a lot of
commitment out of students as they attend class
Mon.-Thurs. from 7 - 2:15
p.m. There are three certifications in this program:
Nursing
Aide,
which

teaches basic patient care;
Home Health Certification
that teaches safety in the
house, especially with the
elderly, and the Patient
Care Assistance Certification that they receive after
fulfilling the required hours
in a hospital.
Twenty-one year old recent graduate Deanna Foster knows about the
seriousness of the program
and the time that goes into
successfully completing it.
In January of this year she
enrolled in the course but
because of distractions
from her personal life, she
started missing classes.
This resulted in her falling
behind.
“I really liked the program, and I wasn’t as dedicated as I needed to be and
I let other things distract
me,” said Foster. “Unfortunately those distractions really cost me because I
missed a vital class—CPR.”
Not completing the program really upset her. Foster wanted a career and not
just a job so she sat down

with her adoptive parents
and discussed her options.
After being urged to enroll
in the program once again,
she took it seriously and
graduated last month.
With the certifications
and resume that PrimeSayles helps every student
who completes the course
construct, Foster is on her
way to finding employment
as a healthcare professional.
The CNA program is
also a stepping-stone to
higher education in the
nursing field. After the
completion of the program,
a student can enroll in the
18-month licensed practical
nurse program at PTC and
from there matriculate to
St. Petersburg College to
become a registered nurse.
PTC has helped many individuals choose the proper
training for new career paths.
If you’re interested in being a
healthcare professional, please
visit www.pcsb.org/myptc or
call (727) 893-2500. Financial
aid is available.

course.
“It feels pretty good because I’m one of the furthest ones ahead in here
now,” he said in reference
to the mixed classroom
training of basic and advanced. He enjoys mentoring his classmates and is
proud of his decision to advance his skills.
“Actually, I had no idea
what I wanted to do after
high school,” he shared.
“And I went to the Pinellas
Technical College website,
and the first thing that
popped up was applied
welding. I saw somebody
cutting something and I
was like, ‘That looks pretty
cool, why don’t I give it a
shot?’ So I did, and I haven’t
looked back.”
Henrikson sees his future career in pipe welding
because he enjoys the challenges it brings and the stable income is a plus. There
are a variety of job opportunities open to welders, not
just working in the construction field.
For instance, MIG welding (Gas Metal Arc Welding) is used for industrial
and home welding. TIG
(Gas Tungsten Arc Welding) is a style of welding
that focuses on fusing together smaller parts such
as making machines for
restaurants and stained
glass. It is said to be the
most tedious out of the
styles, which is just fine for
28-year-old Lauren Gioe.
“I find it fascinating and
creative—the metals fusing
together getting so hot,”
Gioe, who is close to gradu-

ating said.
She likes working with
her hands so she feels that
welding is a good career
choice. The 11 months in
the program have flown by
for her because she has enjoyed the projects, learning
and bonding with her classmates.
Gioe is the only female
in the class but she doesn’t
Lauren Gioe
notice because she is
treated just like the male
students.
“It’s no big deal to me,”
she said. “It’s like being in a
class with a bunch of brothers.”
PTC instructor Jay
Nunes, who has spent
more than 35 years in the
welding industry, wants to
get rid of the notion that
welding is a man’s job beInstructor Jay Nunes
cause he has worked with critiques student’s work.
many successful women in
work with real welding mathe field.
“Women are fantastic at chines and spend the reTIG welding,” he said. mainder of their time
“There are plenty of shops learning all the basics and
around here that do small different types of welding.
Nunes is happy to pass
kind of work like that where
along
his welding skills and
you’re working in a nice airconditioned environment knowledge to his students.
and you have your welding When he heard over a year
gear on sitting at a bench ago that PTC was recondoing fine work. There’s so structing their welding promany different aspects of gram, he knew he could
welding that people don’t make a difference.
“I came here to leave a
realize.”
legacy
of a functional weldThe first week is spent
in the classroom with books ing program that would last
and training on a virtual well beyond my years.”
Job placement is high
state-of-the-art welding machine. Generally during the for this trade skill. Classes
first 10 days of classroom begin next month, so hurry
training, students demon- and reserve your spot by
strate they understand visiting pcsb.org/myptc or
welding safety and move calling (727) 893-2500. Fiinto the shop where they nancial aid is available.

Your Local Wholesale Produce Company
Delivering wholesale produce exclusively to restaurants, schools,
bars, churches and special functions in your area.
Try us out for two weeks and receive a FREE case of tomatoes!

Call Matt Freeman at (727) 422-0421
or Jason Cheatham at (813) 504-7717
www.ProducePatchTampa.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  



 




  

  

 




  



 
 

    
   
  
  
   






Queen Street Church of God in Christ

 

Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

  





 



 

  








HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.
3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Order of Services:







Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.



SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence

  
  









 


 
     
  
  








 
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  


 

 






 





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.








Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence

Victory Christian Center Church

 







 
 
 



  

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Witness of the Kingdom Ministries

YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!
Contact:
727-896-2922

1640 9th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL
813-919-0485
Email: witnessofthekingdom2015@gmail.com
We are a non-domination Church that exists to see people
encounter the incredible life that God offers through Jesus
Christ. It starts with a relationship with Him, and spills over
into all other areas of life: finances, marriage, career, parenting,
relationships and even recreation.

Pastor Mark Owen and
First Lady Hazel Owen
Sunday morning worship
10:00 a.m.
Our ministry is all about people just like you! We are diverse,
multi-cultural
who follow Jesus! It’s a place where hurts are
Open Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m. healed, needs are met, and dreams become reality.

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion
family extend an open invitation to join us not only in Sunday worship, but also
throughout the week for various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 PM.
The Men’s Ministry invites the men of Mt. Zion to
join them every 3rd Thursday
at 7 pm in the Youth Chapel
and learn how to develop a
strong relationship with the

Lord.
Stay Connected by keeping us updated. If your address or other information
has changed just check the
change of address box on
your envelope or go to
www.mzprogressive.org and
click the resources link. All
personal info is kept confidential and is for church use only.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news,

and more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE
(Keyword:
MZPMBC). Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information on any of these announcements, please contact
the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
MBC 955 20th St. S., St. Petersburg Florida. 727-8944311,
email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for
a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God.
At St. Mark, we as a body of
believers are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for the
awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.
Events for December
Dec 4-Year End Business
Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
Dec 12-General Mission

Brunch & Appreciation for
Sister Mamie Rogers @ 11:00
a.m. - Honoring more than 25
years of service as President
of General Mission
Dec 13-Christmas Photo
Taken for Operation Love
Dec 19-Christmas with
the Community (St. Mark
Annual Adopt a Child Program), 10:00 a.m.
Dec 20-Operation Love:
Special Holiday Visitation
after morning worship.
Dec 25-Christmas DayChurch Office Closed
Dec 31-Watch Night
Service-10:00 p.m. @ St.
Mark M. B. C.
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sun. 9:30 a.m.

Baptist Training Union is
each Sun. 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out to study the
Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tues. at 6 p.m. Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sun. 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tues.
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wed. 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wed. 7
p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd Wed. of
each month 7:30 p.m.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church, “God’s House to
the City,” under the leadership
of Dr. Rickey L. Houston extend an invitation to the community to join us as we declare
the living Word of God. Join us
at 9 am for Sunday School and
at 10:15 am worship service.
Bible Study and Teen Summit/ Children Rising are held
on Wednesday at 7 pm.
We cultivate the fullest

spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and
we communicate God’s truth
at every opportunity, building
a stronger congregation and
community to the Glory of
God. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope
of ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage
the community to make use of
our Prayer Line 727-321-9645.
Kingdom Man Series Con-

tinues With Victory In Spiritual Warfare. “The Shield of
Faith” The Laymen invite you
to join them every Mon. at 6
pm for this study.
“Knowing Jesus Christ in
2015” II Corinthians 2:2
Philippians 3:8
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org

Mt. Pilgrim MBC
Mt. Pilgrim Missionary
Baptist Church 36 year
church anniversary. Come
join us in celebrating 36 years
of service to our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. Restored
and ready Nehemiah 7:1-2
nightly at 7 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 8 - New
Covenant Holiness, Pastor

Kenneth Jackson and New
Covenent Baptist, Pastor
Bobby Reid.
Wed., Dec. 9 - Mt. Zion
Progressive, Pastor Louis
Murphy
Thurs., Dec. 10 - Greater
St. Paul, Pastor Clyde
Williams
Fri., Dec. 11 - Rock of

Jesus, Pastor Frank Peterman
Sun., Dec. 13 - Morning
10:00 our very own pastor
Clark Hazley, Sr.
Sun., Dec. 13 - Afternoon
4:00 Word of Life, Pastor Ellis
Hodge
We would love to see you
there.

Friendship MBC
Looking for a place that sinners are welcomed? The
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, the Pastor, Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., Official Family and
the entire Church Family extend to you a cordial invitation
to join “THE SHIP” in fellowship at our 7:45 am or the 10:45
am worship service, and Sunday Church School at 9:30 am.
Pray for our Sick, Shut-in, Children, Men/Women in Uniform,
and
Bereaved
Families.
“Wednesday in the Word” noon
day until 1 pm (the best one
hour of your day) and at 7 p.m.
- the community is welcomed to
join us - you don’t want to miss
Wednesday in the Word where
we are studying from 1st John,
Chapt. 6. Mr. Harrison Nash healing prayer is an action.
December at a glance:
Tues., Dec. 8, 7 pm – Educational Forum, regarding the
Amendments, the Officers and
the Year-end Meeting. Sponsored by the Board of Directors, all MEMBERS are

encouraged to attend and be on
TIME.
Wed., Dec. 9, 7 pm Wednesday Nite Live. Fellowship with Deacons, Deaconess,
Singles and Nurses Ministries,
Communion will be Served.
This will be the last Wednesday
Nite Live for 2015.
Fri., Dec. 11, 7 pm – Annual
church conference, all members requested to be present
and on time.
Sat., Dec. 12 – Women’s
Ministry Christmas Fellowship
- the Upper Room - Bring a covered dish.
Sun., Dec. 13 at 3:30 pm –
Fellowship with Gethsemane
MBC 63rd Church Anniversary, 2580 12th Ave. S, St. Petersburg, Rev. Ronald Gibson,
Pastor.
Wed., Dec. 16 at 11 am –
Last Bread of Life Ministry
Function for 2015.
Wed., Dec. 16 at Noon and
7 pm – Last Wednesday in the
Word for 2015.
Thought for the Week:

Show your love. Why not be a
blessing to someone in need?
Don’t let “The Ship” sail
without you! For additional information on any of the announcements, please contact us
by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st St. S, St. Petersburg, Florida
33712
Church Office: (727) 906-8300
E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”: Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net & CLICK
on the PASTOR'S IMAGE at
the top of the Page. Also, USTREAM - Visit West Coast Baptist
District
Association
Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 9068300
and
leave
your
information.
Support West Coast Baptist
District Association Women’s
Auxiliary Foreign Mission Project which is underway.

McCabe United Methodist Church
McCabe United Methodist Church
2800 – 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. Michael A. Frazier Sr., Pastor
Join the McCabe Church Family
as we celebrate its
110th CHURCH ANNIVERSARY
Sun., Dec. 6, 2015, 11:00 AM
Anniversary Preacher:
Rev. Floyd L. Waters Sr.
of Jacksonville, Florida
Former Pastor of McCabe
Retired Pastor, Florida Conference

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

Family matters - Part 2
“Oh my Lord, wherewith
shall I save Israel? Behold, my
family is poor in Manasseh,
and I am the least in my father’s house (Judges 6:15).”
Gideon was called by God
through the angel to lead the
Hebrew people in overcoming
the Midianites. Gideon’s response to the call was about
his family. He did not feel that
he was qualified to do the job
because his family was considered poor and weak. Gideon
also felt insufficient for the
task because of his own low
self-esteem. He saw himself as
the least in his family.
Like Gideon, God is calling
each of us to make a differ-

ence in our communities and
in the earth. Many of us are
unable to answer the call of
destiny because of our family
matters. Some of us are
ashamed of our families. Others of us suffer from poor selfworth because of things that
family members have said or
done to us. Still others of us
are challenged with lack of
self-image because of the issues that our families face
such as drug addiction, criminal backgrounds, abuse, neglect,
illiteracy,
teenage
pregnancies, abortions, disabilities and various dysfunctions.
Regardless of our family

matters, the universe is calling
us. No matter how Gideon
saw himself and his family,
God called him a mighty man
of valor (Judges 6:12). We,
too, are mighty men and
strong women of God despite
our family issues. We are
mighty because we are made
in the image and likeness of
God, the Good Omnipotence.
We are strong because we are
children of the Divine and we
are perfect, whole and complete. As we focus on the truth
of our being, we will be empowered to overcome our family matters and to have a
positive impact on others.
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